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Roadway design produces danger

60 percent of all 
2020 deaths 
occurred on non-
interstate arterial 
highways like this 
one in Memphis, TN.

Design for Vehicle Speed



2009-2020: historic increase in fatalities
● 62% increase in people 

struck and killed while 
walking between 2009-
2020. 

● 6,529 people were struck 
and killed while walking in 
2020 

● Preliminary 2021 estimates 
suggest the highest 
number in 40 years. 

● Black and Native 
Americans are significantly 
more likely to be killed. 

Most dangerous metros trending more deadly



Most dangerous states trendly more deadly

People of color more likely to die when 
walking



People walking in lower-income areas are killed at far higher rates



How fast can you drive here?

How fast can you drive here?
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Designing for Peak Usage

2:00  AM Noon Midnight5:00 PM 8:00 AM

Tr
af

fic
 V

ol
um

e

LOS F!
Capacity

Transportation Economics

Traffic engineer:
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Designing for vehicle flow



Clustered development
allows drivers to take 

fewer, shorter trips

Sprawling development
requires drivers to take 

more longer trips

Transportation and Development



More people must drive, more congestion.



Housing + Transportation Affordability

Other Factors

● Land use rules from the 1920s 
(single family zoning, set backs, height restrictions, 
separated land uses, parking minimums, etc).

● Housing supply and housing stock not 
connected to population.

● Neighborhood defenders, NIMBYism.



Non-conforming





RCP at a glance

Eligible facilities: Highways or other facilities that create 
barriers to communities (specifically meant to include railroads, transit 
lines, and airports).

Remove Retrofit Mitigate Replace



Neighborhood Access and Equity Program
Within the Inflation Reduction Act 
(enacted 8/16/22)
$3 billion aimed at projects that:

• Create mobility choices (except 
roadway expansion for SOV), 

• Reduce barriers to mobility, 
• Mitigate damaging physical and 

environmental impacts to 
communities.

⅓ of funding aimed at distressed 
communities (100% federal cost 
share)

Reconnecting Communities eligible

1. Most formula programs
a. National Highway Performance Program
b. Surface Transportation Block Grants
c. Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
d. Carbon Reduction Program
e. Transportation Alternatives Program

2. RAISE - Rochester used this
3. Congestion Relief Program



West Side Highway, NYC

West Side Highway, NYC



Greenville, SC

Greenville, SC



Florida DOT



Multimodal access to destinations
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Access to:
• Schools
• Shopping
• Entertainment
• Grocery stores
• Food and drink
• Recreation
• Healthcare
• Public services
• Banks and ATMs



Connect with Transportation for America

www.t4america.org




